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Last Gas-Electric Car 


SANTA FE'S M-131, THE LAST GAS-ELECTRIC PASSENGER MOTOR 
IN OPERATION IN CALIFORNIA, OPERATING DAILY BETWEEN FRESNO 
ol CORCORAN ON THE BRANCH LINE VIA VISALIA. PHOTO BY KEN 
DER. 
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EXCURSION YEAR 


July 31 - August 1 - Santa Fe Branch Line Tour, Visalia-Cor- 
coran by Northern California Railroad Club-see pg 3 

Auge 15 East Bay former electric lines by Southern Pacific 
steam train by Bay Area Electric Railroad Ass'n, 

Aug. 29 tentative Key System 490 trip in former Sacramento 
Northern cars by Bay Area Electric Railroad Ass'n, 

Sept. 4-5-6 tentative inspection of Utah electric lines by 
Bay Area Electric Raitroad Ass'n, 

Sept. 19 Lodi Grape Festival special with side trip over 
Southern Pacific's Kentucky House branch by Calif- 
Nevada Railroad Historical Society, 

Oct. 8-9 Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge Weekend, leaving Fri- 
day night by bus via Placerville and Nevada, cover- 
ing narrow gauge by train over entire line Saturday, 
overnight at Carson City, return Sunday afternoon, 
By Railway & Locomotive Pistorical Society. 

Oct, 24 Southern Pacific's Napa ‘alley branch with lunch 
at Beringer Bros. Winery, St Helena, by Calif-Nevada 
Railroad Historical Society. 

Nov. 14 Tentative Western Pacific-Sacramento Northern trip 
by Bay Area Electric Railroad Ass'n, 


1949 (All 1949 trips tentative) 
May 8 Sierra Railway Weekend via Santa Fe and Sierra Rail- 


road, by Railway & Locomotive. Historical Society. 
May 28-29-30 McCloud excursion via Southern Pacific, McCloud 
River Railroad, Western Pacific by Calif-Nevada R.R. 
Historical Society. 
June 18-19 Weekend in the Redwoods #2 to Eureka by daylight 
by the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society. 


RAILFAN PUBLICATIONS - After the nice plug in a recent issue 

we can't overlook mentioning the special 
issue of E.R.A HEADLIGHTS on the electric lines of Sacramento. 

A fine tracKage map up to the usual fine standards will make 
this issue a valuable addition to a juice fan's collection. 

The paper is included in the membership, but can be had separate- 
ly at 2.50 per year. Write: Electric Railroaders Association, 
Lackawanna Terminal, Hoboken, New Jersey. 





An all-time history and roster of the Key System interurban 
division is expected in August from a group of east bay juice 
fans who have pooled their information into what may prove to 
be a valuable addition to traction litature, Advance orders 
for copies may be made with Vernon J. Sappers, 1802 East 23rd 
Street, Oakland 6, California, at the rate of $1.50 per copy. 
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r= Visalia - Corcoran Branch to Be Covered in Last Gas-Electric Car 
BY » 
« Utilizing regularly scheduled trains, the 
Northern California Railroad Club is sponsoring Schedule 
an excursion on the sole remaining gas-eleciric 
ada motor run in California on Sunday. August 1, Following is.the schedule for the trip 
when members and guests will tour the Santa with notations, as worked out by the ex- 
Dp Fe main line to Fresno and the Visalia line to cursion committee, all times shown being 
; It ae this latter branch that the Daylight Saving Time: 
motor car operates. 
1 The schedule for that day has been so lv yt Pecsettasucteststteoese 11:00 p.m. 
il. arranged that the motor car will make five pic- ania Fe Bus 
ture stops enroute so that excursionists will be lv Oakland (40th & San Pablo) 11:35 p.m. 
d afforded ample opportunity for photos. These Train No. 6 
R stops have been arranged for the following ar Fresno 5:25 a.m. 
one places: Reedley bridge over the Kings river; Layover for breakfast 
Calgro Winery where is located an old box car lv Fresno 7:15 a.m. 
depot; bridge over the St. Johns river; north Train No. 30 (Motor) 
city limits of Visalia where good shots can be ~~} AF COFCOFAM .........-.-...----neensoeeeeeeee 11:15 a.m. 
obtained entering the city; and at the SP cross- Layover for lunch 
ing in Tulare. lv Corcoran Sear 2:00 p.m. 
le A reclining chair car will be “home” for Train No. 25 (Motor) 
cial the excursionists during most of the trip, being ar Fresno 4:10 p.m. 
: attached to train No.'6, leaving Oakland Sat- Layover for dinner 
100 urday evening, July 31, and also being attached lv Fresno : 230 p.m. 
‘ to the motor. On the return trip from Fresno a Train No. 63 (Golden Gate) 
car on the Golden Gate will be reserved. i II iiscriisctseccosstecesee scenes 10:25 p.m. 
irate- There are no reservations necessary for ar San Francisco ........................ 10:50 p.m. 
sion, this trip, though Excursion Committeeman Ken Santa Fe Bus 
Kidder, in charge of arrangements, would ap- bass 
preciate a postal from all those planning to at- 
tend giving their address and phone number. formation, he can be reached by calling SKyline 
irban He reports that it is possible that the motor may 1-2751. 
} develop mechanical trouble and the trip will Fares for the trip will be $9.03 from San 
50 have to be cancelled, and he wishes to be able Francisco, and $8.86 from Oakland, including 
°s to contact everyone if necessary. His address tax. Roundtrip tickets to Corcoran, which is all 
“a is: Ken Kidder, 162 Eleventh Avenue, San Fran- that is neccessary, may be purchased at any 
, cisco 18, Calif. For those desiring further in- Santa Fe ticket office. 
e 
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McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD 
\?. N, MYERS, Vice-President and General Manager, McCloud, Cal, 
J. 0, ORLOWSKI, Secretary and Traffic Manager, 
©, J. GREEN, General Auditor, 


0, 8. HOGAN, Master Mechanic, * 


ool PMIAM 











* Daily. 


Connections.—! With * ngage Pacific Co, * With Western Pacific 
R.K. and Great Northern R 




















The McCloud River Railroad was chartered January 22, 1897, 
to build a standard gauge railroad between Upton, now called 
Mt Shasta, on the Southern Pacific's Oregon and California line 
to Alturas, a distance of 125 miles, 


The line opened in June, 1901, with construction completed 


from Upton to McCloud, 18,32 miles, McCloud to Ash Creek Mill, 
12.31 miles, main line extension to Bartles, 4 miles, as well 


as spurs to Elk Law and Hemme, 11 miles--a total of 45.63 miles, 


The company on opening had 9 locomotives, 1 passenger car, 166 


freight cars (3 tank, 150 flat, 12 box and 1 caboose) and one 
service car. 


The co served the McCloud River Lumber Company whose 
mill was at McCloud and which is said to have produced most of 
the ties and cord wood used by the Southern Pacific in the 
early 1900's, The exact relationship with the S.P, at that 
time is not clear though for a number of years the agg 
offices of the McCloud River Railroad were located in the SP 
building in San Francisco, 


The close ties with the S.P,. had apparently dissolved vy 
1930 for when the Great Northern and Western Pacific 
forth plans for their Northern California Extension the p 
included a joint branch westward from Bieber to connect with 
the McCloud at Hambone. The McCloud's line to Hambone, and 
at least a part of the GN-WP line east of. Hambone,was origin- 
ally a logeing spur, but was rebuild for main line use, 


The Hambone-Lookout line is owned by the Great Northern, 
the Western Pacific has trackage rights, but the McCloud River 
Railroad operates its trains straight through to Lookout act- 
ing as agent for the GN between these points, 


The present day operation of the McCloud River Railroad 
centers on the mill center of McCloud. Daily except Sundays 
a train leaves on each of the three directions which McCloud 
trackage extends. One train leaves for Mt Shasta to connect 
with the Southern Pacific; one train leaves for Hambone and 
Lookout to connect with the Great Northern; and one train 
leaves for Pondosa to connect with the logging lines of the 
McCloud River Lumber Co, The lumber company uses McClouds 


2-6-2's under lease on the logging lines while the 2-8-2's 
are used on the main line trains, 


A 1500 horsepower Baldwin road switcher was tested a few 
weeks ago on the McCloud, and even before tests began the road 
placed an order for such an engine, 
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McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
McCLOUD, CALIFORNIA 


LOCOMOTIVES OF THE McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD 


= > 1 2-6-0 Baldwin #11627 1891 50-16x24-78000-140-14600 
: renumbered #12 

‘ 4 2-6-2 Baldwin #16239 1898 44-16x24-96000-160-19000 

a scrapped 1939, 








te § 5 0O-6-0T Baldwin #17684 1900 40-114x19x30-75000-200-17750 
q sold Lystul-Lawson Logging Co. 
F, : #5 - See Note A 
fic 6 O-6-OT Baldwin #17685 1900 same as #5, sold to Atkinson 
= Construction Co, #6 - See Note A 
8 2-6-2 Baldwin #18595 1901 44-16x24-107000-160-19000 
897, sold Amador Central R.R. #7 1939 
2 9 2-6-2 Baldwin #18596 1901 same as #8, sold Yreka Western 
line #9, Amador Central #9, Nezperce 
& Idaho #9. 
10 2-6-2 Baldwin #18674 1901 same as #8, sold to Yreka 
eted Western #10. scrapped by YW. 
ll, ll 2-6-2 Baldwin #23875 1904 44-13x22x24-147000-200-21240 
11 sold Alaska Junk Co., scrapped '39, 
paoee 12 2-6-0 Baldwin #11627 1891 former #1, scrapped 1932, 
ne 14 2-8-2 Baldwin #30850 1907 48-20x28-179000-180-35700 
ie 15 2-8-2 Baldwin #30851 1907 same as #14 
7 
of 16 shay Lima #2401 1911 36-143x15-180000-200-40450 
sold Fruit Growers Supply #4,'24 
t 16 2-8-2 Baldwin #39394 1913 40-20}x28-176000-170-35500 
ex-Silver Falls Timber Co, #101 
17 shay Lima #2402 1911 same as first #16, sold Fruit 
Growers Supply #5 in 1924, 
Ss 17 2-8-2 Baldwin #42912 1916 48-2034x28-179700 ex-Pacific Port- 
: land Cement #102, purchased 1942, 
as 18 2-é-2 Baldwin #41709 1914 48-20x28-178400-180-35700 
1 19 2-8-2 Baldwin #42000 1915 same as #18 
Qe . 
20 2-6-2 Baldwin #57617 1924 46-17x24-132000-185-23700 
™ 21 2-6-2 Baldwin #57618 1924 same as #20 
r 
oa 22 2-6-2 Schen, #66316 1925 46-17x24-127000-185-23700 
] 23 2-6-2 Schen, #66317 1928 same as 22, 
4 24 2-6-2 Schen, #66434 1925 46-19x24-180-28800 
A 25 2-6-2 Schen, #66435 1925 same as #24 
26 2-8-2 Brooks #55492 1915 48-20x28-195000 ex-Copper River & 
(Alco) Northwestern #72, purchased 1938, 
27 2-8-2 Brooks #57291 1917 same as #26, ex-Copper River & 
( (Alco) Northwestern #73, purchased 1938, 
Note A - Engines 5 and 6 were built as a single 0-6-6-OT double 
ender numbered 6, They were later separated and used as two 
w engines, 
ad Combined efforts of G. M. Best, D.S,. Richter and 











C. S. Hogan, Master Mechanic, McCloud River R.R. 
The Western Raiiroader © Page Five 


ee 








CONSENSUS ON 
McCLOUD TRIP IS 


Never in the annuals of north- 
ern California railfanning has 
such a successful and photogenic 
field trip been held as was the 
McCloud River Railroad excur- 
sion to Pondosa held last Satur- 
day, June 12, 1948, by the North 
ern California Railroad Club ana 
attended by the limit of 30 mem- 
bers and guests 

From the time the morning 
parade of engines from the 
roundhouse at McCloud began, 
till the last engine was returned 
to her stall in the evening, there 
was never a moment went by that 
someone wasn’t taking a picture, 
unless it was during the noon-day 
meal at Pondosa, though even 
then pictures were attempted. 

Shortly after all of the loco- 
motives to be used during the day 
were snapped at McCloud the 
Caily -except- Sunday train for 
Pondosa left with engines Nos. 
14 and 16. 

The first picture stop was a 
Bartle when the engines halted 
for water. Next came Car A 
where a car was set out and the 
train for Lookout arrived afford- 
ing more picture opportunities. 

Upon arrival at Pondosa a log- 
gers dinner was served by Gus 
Nasonich, cook, and L. Elkin, 
waiter, that will be recalled as 
long as the McCloud River: Rail- 
road holds the interests of rail- 
fans. After completing the meal, 
topped with d-e-]-i-c-i-o-u-s home 
made pie, the train proceeded to 
Pondosa Upper Yards, where 
with the cooperation of the rail- 
road employes, the train wa: 
backed onto the McCloud Lumbei 
Co’s. trestle over the state high- 
Way. 

On the return trip 27 loaded 
log cars were included in the con- 
sist with a varying number of 
other loads, plus the three ca- 
booses used for the excursion 
party. 

The return stop at Car A was 
climaxed when engine No. 27 re- 
turned with the Lookout train 
and proceeded ahead of the Pon- 
dosa drag to McCloud 

Throughout the entire day the 
cooperation of the railroad was 
extended to the excursionists and 
we are especially grateful to the 
following for their patience and 
assistance: N. Myers, vice- 
president and general manager; 
C. S. Hogan, master mechanic; C. 
M. Haines, trainmaster; Andy 
Sportsman, conductor; Bill Cling- 
ingsmith and Ruby Walker, 
brakemen; P. W. Heason and Jim 
Robinson, engineers; Frank Nea- 
shame and Ted Caldwell, firemen. 
In addition to cook Nasonich and 
waiter Elkin, thanks are also ex- 
tended to Elmer E. Hall, logging 
superintendent, and M. C. Ger- 
licher, logging department, of the 
McCloud Lumber Co. 


The Western Railroader 





Old V&T Engine 
THIS WAS THE BEST!’ Must Be Retired 


Locomotive No. 2 
Unless Expensive 
“ARSON, June 1.—The 


and Truckee, Nevada’s last 
railroad, has announced that 


7 Is Condemned 
Repairs Made 
management of the Virginia 


passenger carrying short line 
its veteran locomotive, No. 27, 


has been condemned by the interstate commerce commission 
and will be retired from service in August. Cost of a com- 


plete overhaul of the engine, 


tions to continue it in service, 





Just for the record 
V&T 27 was built in 
1913, Was the last 
engine purchased by 
the road new, Never 
saw the old times. 


PpITOR 


Benicia Ferry 


May Be Halted | 


MARTINEZ, June 4. —Discontinu-! 
ance of the Martinez-to-Benicia 
ferry boat system, connecting link 
between Contra Costa County and 
Solano County, is in prospect at the! 
end of the summer months, unless 
revenue derived from its operation 
by the City of Martinez shows a 
definite increase. 


Contractors will begin pulling up 
abandoned Polk street car tracks 
tomorrow. Preliminary work got 
underway last week. 

By October, under terms of the 
g1sdzTs contract awarded to Eaton 

& Smith, tracks 


curb-to-curb repaving completed 


between Post and North Point 
Streets. 


Municipal Railway coaches of the 
No. 19 line are being routed on 
and 


Green. In 


The city hopes to keep Polk open 
to two-way automobile traffic = 
the work. 


ext major track removal job to 
street, from Market to Masonic, and 
on FPulton from Masonic to 
Stanyan. 

That contract has been let to the 





Polk Street Tracks —“?-~ 
Coming Up This Week 


get underway will be on McAllister} Lar! 


necessary under ICC regula- 
is estimated at $10,000, a sum 
which the V. & T. can not 
expend. 

The veteran engine will 
probably be placed on the 
auction block unless some in- 
terested Nevadan, or group of 
Nevadans, expresses an interest in 
the purchase of the engine to re- 
tain it in the state as a part of 
the state’s earlier history. 

Lucius Beebe, nationally known 
railroad historian, who is living 
in Carson this summer 





Ground Broken for 
Oregon Line Change 


ELOCATION of about 23 miles of 

our line along the Willamette River 
has begun as part of the Meridian Dam 
project. 

Starting near Armet, Oregon and ex- 
tending to Jasper, the new line will be 
built on the opposite side of the river 
from the present line, and at a greater 
elevation. SP Bulletin 


000. Work will start within three 
weeks and must be completed with- 
in six months. 

Similar work is almost completed 
on Folsom street between Third 
and the Embarcadero. 

Cable car tracks will be ccm- 
pletely out of Sacramento and Lar- 
kin, and street car tracks out of 
Kearny by September. 

The Public Works Department 
Plans to let contracts within two 
weeks for removal of tracks along 
the No, 22 (Fillmore) line. Work 


Con‘ probably be let in 


will 
ber for work on Twentieth 








Lowrie Paving Company for $261,-' streets. 
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PORTLAND RAIL SERVICE CUT BY FLOOD All rail service into 

ts Portland, Oregon 

for a short period when the Columbia River rose omer 
heights. The Union Depot was abandoned when waters rose over 
tracks leading into the depot, S.P. service operated into 
Brooklyn depot south of town while the UP service terminated 

in the east side of Portland, Service north to Seattle and 
Spokane was cut off entirely by a washout of the SP&S tracks 

at Vanport. When the Vanport break was bridged by a trestle 
the SP&S started local service to Vancouver on a five trip per 
day schedule, Upwards of 700 passengers were carried on some 
trips which lasted until bus service could be resumed by local 
carriers, The service to Astoria on the SP&S was not restored 
until several days after service was restored into the Portland 
Union Depot. -- Clippings from John A, Waring 


CCT ENDS ELECTRIC OPERATION The last trolley wires of the 
Gontral California Traction have 

been taken down in Sacramento and the lest remaining freight 

motor, #7-ex-WB&A, has been removed to Stockton and is out 

of service. The line is now all-diesel and trucrage on 2nd 

Avenue in Sacramento is being rebuilt as single tracx instead 

of the present double track.----Larry Harrison 


REDWOOD EMPIRE LOGGING RAILROADS The Hammond Lumber Company 
has sold its engines numbers 
2, 5 and 32, all shays, to the Breeden Iron Works, Eureka, 
No. 2 has been scrapped, No. 5 is in Breeden's yard and No, 32 
is at Samoa, Hammond No. 11, 2-8-0, is out of service and ~ 
stored at the former Dolbeer & Carson engine house in Samoa, 
Hammond's four coaches are being scrapped in Breeden's yard. 
The A. K. Wilson Timber Co. at Fairhaven has acquired 
another gasoline locomotive. It is any 0-6-0 built by Daven- 
port, serial 2225, ---- Stan Borden 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC LEASES UP ENGINES The Southern Pacific is 
using 16 Union Pacific 

3800 class mallets under lease. So far noted have been numbers 

3816, 3817, 3818, 3820 and 3821. ---- Jack Whitmeyer 


NEVADA COUNTY SEEKS RAILROAD The cities of Grass Valley and 

Nevada City have asked the 
Southern Pacific to build a standard gauge branch line from 
Colfax to replace the narrow gauge line torn up during the war. 
A survey of freight traffic will be undertaken by the respect- 
ime chambers of commerce, --- Larry Harrison 


NOTES FROM THE PACIFIC ELECTRIC The P.E. has obtained its 
tenth order extending time 

for carrying out the order of the State Public Utilities Com- 

mission to retire their wooden passenger equipment, The 

order was delayed due to the indecision as to rail rapid transit 

plans, The PE's 950 and 1000 class cars thus are given a new 

lease on life--at least to November 15th, 

P.E.'s Los Angeles & San Pedro Railway Post Office operated 
for the last time June 21, 1948, after which highway post offices 
took over, The L.A.& San Bernardino RPO route still runs, 
but authorities predict its early end, --- Whitmeyer 


TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD NOTE: The old Goldfield station ef the T&G 

has been moved to a new site to be 
converted to a Saloon, The structure originally was build as a 
station for the nearby camp of Columbia, but was moved to Gold- 
field when the population moved, -- Larry Harrison. 
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Cleaning up the odds and ends of rail- 

CLEARING OUT THE YARDS = cad news, the short haul local stuf 
and LCL. 
Francisco 
Lines 6 and 7 of the Municipal Railway of San 
ended street car service as per schedule July 3rd. ag aag 
ex-Market 139, made the last run on the 7 line with ans 
h ssengers. 
a es Ananiee feanstt Lines has been given approval by a 
L.A. Board of Public wannesee Se pananse 50 trolley coaches 
treet cars on the e 

" nS cantnennin Street Cable Railway has been reorganized 
and will continue cable operations, It has notified the 


. hapoy 


Municipal Railway that it will cease to accept transfers at E 


hree major transfer points after August 26th as too many ; 

renin were using transfers to take advantage of the Muni's 

token fare as compared to the Cable's 10/ otraig*. sale diel 
Yosemite Valley Railroad passenger cars = Fg oe. 

now on the Apache Railroad. They ere being conver a ¥ 

outfit cars. Some of the seats were mounted on a flat car 

during the Apache Holiday trip. -- F. R. Cody 


While the Petaluma & Santa Rosa's steamer "Petaluma" was 
undessOing repairs at Tiburon the P&SR's tag "Golden Eagle" 

aud barge No. 4 filled in, - Wyand 

The Virginia & Truckee has, according to newspaper reports, 
sold its bus system, - Dave Welch 

A clipping in the Seattle Post Intelligencer states that 
the Southern Pacific might purchase the Black Ball lines oper- 
ating ferry service on Puget Sound. Most of the ferries are 
operated under lease to King County (Seattle) following a shut 
down when the management refused to operate under fares set by 
the state of Washington, 

Six flat cars are the subject of a suit in Washington 
with the Circus Equipment Corp. claiming the cars siezed by the 
sheriff under attachment from the Sparks Circus last fall, 

President C. H, Buford of the Milwaukee Railroad is quoted 
in the Spokane Daily Chronicle as stating"Diesels will not re- 
place the electrified sections at all. The electrical operation 
where it is used, is too satisfactory and too economical to 
change", -- Phil. Kohnson 

The Southern Pacific is in the process of rebuilding its 
bridge across the San Joaquin River hear Herndon. - Snook 

The Pottatch Forests, Ce, have purchased 3 diesel-electric 
from Whitcomb to replace geared steam locomotives on their logg- 
ing line out of Headquarters, Idaho, - Tom Kreutz 

e Spokane International has purchased a 0-6-0 switcher 

from the government and renumbered it 52. - Tom Kreutz 

The 50 street cars operating on the Portland Tractions 
Broadway, Mt “abor, Montavilla and Alberta lines were scheduled 
to be retired between July 1 and 15th except for the 15 modern 


cars which were to be transferred to the 23rd Avenue line and 
the cars on that line retired, 


The Southern Pacific has placed passenger diesel-electrics 
6005, 6006 and 6007, all built by Alco, in service on the Shasta 
Route. They have requested bids on 95 new diesel-electric 
freight locomotives of various types for delivery next year. 

San Francisco's outside tracks on Market Street west of 
Third Street will be removed starting in August. They went 
out of service a few weeks ago when east bound tracks were 
removed at the Fifth Street intersection, 
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